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FERTILIZER USE IN SEMI-ARID TROPICAL INDIA: THE CASE
OF HIGH YILLDING VARIETIES OF
SORGHUM AND PEARL MILLET

D. Jha*, S.K. Raheja**, R. Sanin* and P.C. Mehnotra

Sorghum and pearl millet dre the two most important cereals grown on dry-
lands in semi-arid tropical (SAT) areas of India. These have traditionally
formed part of a highly unstable, low-cost, low-output farming system and
are evaluated in the market as relatively inferior foodgrains (Jodha 1973).
Unremunerative response (Kanwar et al., 1973) and high level of weather
induced instability in yields (Bapna et al. 1979) have been hypothesized

as the two main factors responsible for poor performance of these crops

in regard to use of modern inputs like fertilizers which, in these areas,
has been confined to (a) relatively higher valued, irrigated cereals like
rice and wheat where the responses are higher and more stable, and (b)un-
irrigated commercial crops like cotton, chillies, tobacco, groundnut, etc.
where the high value of output provides the needed incentives to take risks
(Desai et al. 1973, Desai and Singh 1973), On both these scores the millets

compare unfavorably with these crops.
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Thieg traditiconal pattern appears to be changing in the wake of
introduction of high yielding varieties (HYV) and, despite the rather
tardy performance of the HYV of sorghum and millets, farmers do seem to
have started uzing fertilizers 'on these cropz also (NCAER 1974, 1978).
This is a trend which needs careful monitoring not only because of its
impact on the yield levels of these crops but also because this may mark
the beginninag of intensive fertilizer use under dryland conditions -- a
phenomenon of crucial importance in terms of potential growth in produc-
tivity and in fertilizer demand in India (Desai 1978).

The present investigation is an attempt in this direction. It
provides information on levels of fertilizer use on HYV of sorghum and
pearl millet in diflerent areas, the pattern of fertilizer adoption and
diffusion and, finally, on factors influencing fertilizer use on these
crops. These issucs are important for designing appropriate technological
and development strategies. For example, evidence on extent of fertilizer
use has a bearing on the 'less preferred crop' hypothesis referred to
above (Jodha 19373) and for deciding on fertility levels relevant for
bfeeding and inprovement work on these crops. Information on trend in
fertilizer use over time would be helpful in understanding the nature
of the diffusion process in an environment where the gains from adoption
are unstable. Similarly, analysis of important determinants of fertili-
zer use would help identify forces which can be manipulated to promote
its productive usie. Thus, the specific objectives of this paper are:

. to determine the extent and level of fertilizer
use on HYV of sorghum and pearl millet in dif-
ferent areas,

. to compare fertilizer use on these crops with
that on ‘superior' irrigated cereals (rice or
wheat) in the same areas,

. to examine the trend in fertilizer use and its
diffusion over time,

. to identify and evaluate the impact of factors
affecting fertilizer use decisions of farmers.

Details of data sources and procedures used are provided in the
following section which also contains a brief description of the selected

districts. The results pertaining to the first three objectives are



presented and discussed in the third section. Analysis of determinants
of fertilizer use is contained in the next secticn and the fifth summari-

zes the main findings and conclusions.

II. DATA SOURCES AND METHODOLOGY

The data used for this study have been taken from the results of the
project entitled "Sample Surveys for Assessment of High Yielding Varie-
ties Programme" undertaken by the Indian Agricultural Statistics Research
Institute (IASRI), New Delhi in 88 districts spread over 15 states during
the period 1969-70 to 1973-74. Five major cereals -- rice, wheat, maize,
sorghumn and pearl millet, were covered in the Survey. 1In each state, the
top-ranking districts with respect to the targeted area of HYV of the
crops studied were selected.

Two types of enquiries were conducted under the Survey -- one, known
as the Agronomic and Agro-economic Enquiry (AAE), for estimating the area
under HYV of the crop studied and the extent of adoption of improved prac~
tices on selected farmers' holdings, and the other, known as the Yield
Estimation Survey (YES), for estimating the yicld rates of high yielding
and indigenous varieties of selected crops. Under the latter (YES), crop
cutting technique was adopted for estimating yields of important varie-
ties, For this purpose, B0 crop cutting experiments were conducted on
HYV ahd an egual number on local varieties for each crop in a district.
The design adopted for selection of fields under YV was stratified multi
-stage random sampling while the fields under the local varieties were
selected in the neighborhood of the corresponding HYV fields and under
similar conditions of soil and management to the extent possible. Infor-
mation on important inputs used and costs were collected for each field.
For the Agronomic and Agro-economic Enquiry (AAE), a sample of 320 culti-
vator households growing the crops studied in the districts were selected
by stratified multi-stage random sampling design.l

Beginning 1974-75, the coverage was reduced to 38 districts spread
over the same 15 states. Two more crops namely cotton and groundnut

were added to the five cereals already mentioned. Annual reports giving

1. If two crops were studied in the same season, 160 cultivators were
selected for each crop.



the results of the projects have been published by the IASRI for the
vears 1970-71 to 1975-76.

Data on fertilizer use on sorghum, pearl millet and other crops
(rice or wheat) in the selected districts were taken from the Annual
Report of the project (Raheja et al. 1976) for the year 1973-74.2
Sorghum crop was studied in 20 districts in the kharif and one district
in the rabi season. For pearl millet, the corresponding number of dis-
tricts were 21 and 5, respectively (Raheja et al. 1976). Almost all
these districts fall in the semi-arid tropical regions of the country.

For analyzing trend in fertilizer use over time, we have used
data for only those districts which were covered continuously for 6-7
years, up to 1976-77. There were four such districts for both sorghum
and pearl millet.

The analysis of determinants of fertilizer use was attempted at
two levels.3 in the first, plot level data on fertilizer use and other
variables from the Yield Estimation Survey (YES) for 1973-74 were used
with a view to explaining inter-plot differences in fertilizer use (in
each district) in terms of factors such as soil, drainage, sowing time,
rainfall, previous crop grown on the plot, fertilizer prices paid by the
farmer, et¢. This cxercise was intended to show the effect of farm- and
plot-specific characters on fertilizer use decisions. This was followed
by an aggregative, regression-based analysis in which district-level
estimates of fertilizer use for 1973-74 from the AAE survey were used as
dependent variables and factors such as expected and actual seasonal
conditions, soil type, irrigation, yield risk, credit, etc. were used as
explanatory variables. This analysis focused attention on interdistrict
variations in fertilizer use.

Description of selected districts and spread of HYV of
sorghum and pearl millet

The survey on high yielding varieties of sorghum covered more than 3 900
cultivator households spread over 21 districts in four states. As can be

seen from Appendix I, there was a high concentration in Maharashtra and

2. The coverage was substantially reduced from 1974-75 onwards which also
happened to be the year when fertilizer prices rose sharply. These con-
giderations prompted the selection of this particular year for our study.

3. The models are described in detail in Section IV.



Karnatdka -=- the major- sorghum producing states. In alimost all’ €he dis-
tricts selected (with the exception of Nanded, Wardha and SHimoga),
sorghum was an important crop. The sample for pearl millet was more dif-
fused and covered about 4 700 cultivators in 26 districts spre&d’ cver
eiéﬁt'states. Pearl millet was not a very important crop in 13 out of
the 26 selected districts of Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu (except Tiru-
nelveli) and some districts of Maharashtra. This has to be borne in
mind while interpreting the results. : ' i

Appendix I also shows that the selected districts covered a wide
range of soil-rainfall conditions. Most of the sorghum districts had
black or red soils and, with the exception of Shimoga, had less than
1200 mm annual (normal) rainfall. Interdistrict variation in rainfall
and soil type was higher in the pearl millet districts. The normal
rainfall ranged from 219 mm in Rohtak to 1211 mm in Chingleput and
almost all major soil types were represented.

An overall idea regarding spread of the IIYV in these districts
is provided by Table 1 which shows the distribution of districts
according to extent of coverage under HYV and also according to the

extent of HYV area irrigated (Appendix I).

Table 1. Distribution of districts according to spread of HYV and
extent of HYV area irrigated, 1973-74

Sorghum Pear]l Millet '
Class interval Crop area HYV area Crop area HYV area
(¢ area) covered irrigated covered irrigated
by HYV 9 by HYy  +THie

Number of districts in different classes

> 60 3 1 8(3)2 16 (4)"
41 - 60 4 5 5(3) So2(2)
21 - 40 4 5 8(6) 2(2)
11 - 20 : 7 3 1(0) 0(0)

< 10 3 g 4(1) " ‘6(5y
© Total 21

21 - '26(13) j" 26(13)

a. Figures in parentheses indicate distribution gf the imporgant
pearl millet growing districts.
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Table 1. Digitaria collection fiun: southern Africa. 1971

Collecded in Collreded ax
Specics Culti- Veyes
: Wild vated Seed tative Lotat

D. adscendens (HBK..) Henr, 1 1 |
D, chevalieri Stapi 1 1 |
n debilis (Deal’) Willd. i - 1 |
D. decumbens Stent. 1 1 |

D. didactyla Willd. 1 1 |
D, eriantha Steud. K 1 1 b
D). friesii Pilger | ! 1
D. gazensis Rendle 1 I 1
D. longifiora (Retz.) Pers. 2 2 2
D. macroglossa Henr. A 5 5
D, milangiana (Rendle) Stapt 20 28 24
D. milanjiana subsp. ()Ic.\mnn Henr, 2 1 1 2
D). natalensis Stent, 5 2 3 i
D). natalensis subsp. stentiana Henr. 7 4 3 7
D, pentzii Stent. 16 39 8 17 5
D. pentzii var. stolonifera (Stapf) Henr, 12 3 9 12
D, polevansit Stent, 2 3 1 4 h
D. sealarum (Schweinfl) Chiov. 1 1 1
D. smuisis Stent, 2 G5 el 13 67
D. ternata (Hochst, ex A. Rich,) Stapl’ | 1 |
D. valida Stent. i i 6 #1 W
Digitaria spy. It} 8 9 13 22
79 232 95 216 “3n

didactyla Willd., D. friesii Pilger, and D, nalalensis Stent,, not included in the
1964 collection. "I'wo of these species, D. adscendens and 1. didactyla, belong
in the Sanguinales section, an addition to the 1964 collection. The extent
of variation in the collection is governed largely by the location and range
of specics. Some species in the collection may be of direet use in agriculture
after completion of adaptation and evaluation studics. Certain species were
sought for use in plant improvement programmes.  Other species Laving
little or no_known agronomic value were collected in an effort to satisfy
the requests of individuals engaged in eytotaxonomic rescarch.  Duplicate
herbarium specimens were collected for the National Herbarium, Pretoria,
South Africa and the National Herbarium, Smithsonian Institution, Wash-
ington, D.C.  Field collection numbers permit cross-indexing for future
reference. ‘The specimens on dcpmil in the National Herbarvium in Washing-
ton have been assigned U.S.D.A. plant introduction (P.1.) numbers.

The incidence of species in the arca of collection and their cconomic
importance resulted in the collection containing a preponderance of species
belonging in the section Erianthac.  “The variable, tulted, rhizomatous
perennial, 1. eriantha Steud., is widely distributed in southern Africa where
it is adapted to a wide range of soils and vainfall. Teis an excellent species
for the control of erosion and is a pnumml souree of droughteresi-iant
germ plasm.

The robust, rhizomatous, tufted species, D. macroglossa Henr., is inost
common in the sandy coastal soils of Mozambique and Natal. Tts growth
habit and tolerance of saline soils and salt spray contribute to the value of
this species as a sand-binding and crosion-control plant. "T'he stolonifcrous

Trop. Agric. (Prinidad) Vol. 50, No, 4, Octoher 1979
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The table clearly shows that the pearl millet hybrids had higher
coverage as compared to the sorghum KYV., In eight districts, more than
608 of the crop area was covered by hybrids (against 3 in sorghum) and
in only five diastricts (against 10 in sorghum) the spread was less than
208. Even if we exclude the 13 districts where the crop was unimportant,
this superiority holds.

Another important feature brought out by the table was that in
nearly half the districts studied the sorghum HYV were grown primarily
under unirrigated (less than 20% area irrigated) conditions; on the othér
hand, in 16 out of 26 districts more than 60% of the area under pearl
millet hybrids was irrigated. It was interesting to note that in 12
(out of 13) non-traditional districts spread over the southern states the
pearl millet hybrids were grown predominantly under irrigated conditions.
The remaining 13 traditional pearl millet producing districts (in Gujarat
Haryana, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra) presented an interes-
ting contrast -- in four districts more than 60% of the hybrid area was
irrigated, in five the hybrids were grown primarily under rainfed condi-
tions and both the categories of ‘districts were spread over a wide range
of soil-climatic conditions. Thus, while there was an indication that
irrigation was more important for pearl millet hybrids than for sorghum,
the evidence from the traditional producing areas was not as overwhelming
as the overall distribution in Table 1 indicated.

In general, coverage under HYV of sorghum was lower; but these were
grown to a larger extent under rainfed conditions. The performance of th
pearl millet hybrids was more diverse in this regard though there were
indications that availability of irrigation was more important for this
crop (Bapna and Murty 1976).

III. STATUS OF FERTILIZER USE ON HYV OF SORGHUM AND PEARL MILLET

Observed patterns of fertilizer use on a particular crop arise from three
related decisions: (1) whether to use fertilizer or not, (2) what rate of
application to use, and (3) how much area to cover. These decisions are
influenced by a host of technological, socioceconomic and psychological
variables. We shall examine these influences in Section IV. Here we
present observed estimates of these parameters in order to provide an



1dea regarding the status of fertilizer use on HYV of sorghum and pearl
millet. The average estimates have been taken from the published

report of the High Yielding Varieties Survey (Raheja et al. 1976) for
1973-74; details regarding'fertllizer use under irrigated and unirrigated
conditions have been taken from unpublished tabulated results of the
Survey.

1, Adoption of fertilizers

Table 2 shows the level of adoption of fertilizers for HYV of sorghum and
pearl millet in different dlstrxcts.4 Considerable interdistrict varia-
bility an the percentage of farmers using fertilizers was noted even though,
in general, adoption levels appeared to be fairly high -- in 7 (out of 21)
and 9 (out of 22) districts for sorghum and pearl millet respectively, more
than 80% of the farmers growing IIYV used fertilizers. Correlations were
worked out between adoption of fertilizers and variables like spread of HYV
and rainfall. A positive and significant correlation (+0.45) was obtained
between adoption and rainfall for sorghum; for pearl millet none of these
variables were found to be significantly associated.

Data on proportion of fertilizer users resorting to fertilization of
the unirrigated (HYV) crop are interesting., The table showed that fertila-
zer use under unirrigated conditions was a common and extensive practice,
particularly for HYV of sorghum. In 16 out of 21 districts, more than 80%
of the fertilizer adopters applied fertilizer to the unirrigated HYV crop
of sorghum. For pearl millet hybrids, this was true only for 5 out of 22
districts; in as many as 12 diastracts, less than 10% of the fertilizer
users resorted to this practice. It was also noted that most of the latter
were unaimportant pearl millet producing districts where, as we have stated
earlier, the HYV were almost invariably grown under irrigation. The corre-
lation between adoption under unirrigated condition and percentage area
under the crop (pearl millet) was +0.44 and this also indicated that in
the major producing districts, fertilizer use on the unirrigated crops was

common .

4. These were obtained from the distrabution of irrigated and unirrigated
plots for each district in the Yield Estimation Survey. Because the data
sources are different, one observes some inconsistencies while comparing
fertilizer use under unirrigated conditions (Table 2) and percentage HYV
area irrigated (Appendix I). The differences, however, are minor.



Tabie 2.

districts (1973-74)

Adoption of fertilizers for HYV of sorghum and pearl millet in selected

Sorghum districts

Pearl Millet districts

g:ogzgq % users g:o:zzs % users
District (State) using feytl;l21ng District (State) using fe?ti}lzlng
ferti- unirrigated forti- unirrigated
lizers YV crop lizers YV crop
Jalgaon (Mah) 97 98 GujaratP NA NA
Ahmadnagar (Mah) 72 45 HigsarC (Har) 69 5
Sangli (Mah) 72 81 Rohtak (Har) 43 44
Aurangabad (Mah) 24 88 Jaipur® (Raj) 50 75
Parbhani (Mah) 70 96 Jalgaon® (Mah) 90 100
Bhir (Mah) 14 100 Ahmadnagar® (Mah) 17 72
Satara (Mah) 81 85 Sangli (Mah) 18 0
Osmanabad (Mah) 28 100 Aurangabad® (Mah) 21 100
Buldhana (Mah) 74 98 Parbhani (Mah) 74 100
Akola (Mah) 73 98 BhirC (Mah) 12 88
Amravati (Mah) B0 100 Sholapur (Mah) 47 40
Nanded (Mah) 35 100 Morenac (MP) 94 100
Wardha (Mah) B3 100 Guntur (AP) 41 2
Nadpur (Mah) 94 100 Chittoor (AP) 84 1
Mandsaur (MP) 47 100 Nellore (AP) 93 0
Belgaum (Kar) 88 77 Coimbatore (TN) 88 1
Bellary (Kar) 78 90 Madurai (TN) 46 30
Shimoga (Kar) 96 96 TirunelveliC (TN) 94 0
Mysore (Kar) 54 76 Chingleput (TN) 81 7
Anantapur (AP) 76 12 Coimbatore (TN) 81 2
Shimoga2 (Kar) 100 1 Madurai@ (TN) 50 0
chingleput2 (TN) 50 6
Bellary2 (Kar) 100 2

Source: Yield Estimation Survey data.
irrigated HYV reported in Appendix I.
a. Post-rainy season crop.

There is a minor difference with data on

b. This information was not available for Banaskanta, Kaira and Rajkot districts
in Gujarat, and Tirunelveli (post-rainy season) in Tamil Nadu.

c. Traditionally important pearl millet producing districts.,

NA - not available.



Information on adoption of fertilizer thus revealed that fertilizer
use on HYV of these two crops was a common practice. It also emerged that
a relatively high proportion of farmers used fertilizer on the unirrigated
crop.

2. Levels of fertilizer use

Two parameters ~- rate of application and extent of crop area fertilized,
determine the average level of fertilizer use measured as the rate of
plant nutrients used per hectare of crop area. 1In Tables 3 and 4, data
are provided on average rate and its two determinants for HYV of sorghum
and pearl millet, respectively.

The level of total plant nutrients (N+P05+K0) used per hectare of
crop area provides an idea regarding the average intensity of fertilizer
use and figures reported in Tables 3 and 4 revealed wide interdistrict
variability in this parameter. The average level was found to be less
than 20 kg per hectare of crop area in 4 and 7 districts respectively for
HYV of sorghum and pearl millet; in 6 and 9 districts for these two crops
respectively, the levels excgeded 60 kg per hectare. In general, dis-
tricts with higher adoption of fertilizers for sorghum also had higher
average level of fertilizer use (r = +0.56) as had districts with higher
rainfall (r = +0.49). Percentage area under HYV and HYV area irrigated
were positively correlated with average level of fertilizer use but these
were not statistically significant. The average rate of application for
pearl millet hybrids was also significantly associated with adoption
(r = +0.61) and extent of HYV arca irrigated (r = +0.45). With other
variables -- coverage under HYV and rainfall, the correlations were not
significant. These results suggested the importance of rainfall (sorghum)
and irrigation (pearl millet) as determinants of fertilizer use on these
crops.

The tables also reveal that the local varieties of these crops were
generally not fertilized or were fertilized at very low rates. 1In 15
districts for sorghum and 19 for pearl millet, the average rate was either
zero or nominal (less than 5 kg N, P05, K30 per hectare) .

We now look at the determinants of average level of fertilizer use ~-

the actual rates of application per fertilized hectare and the extent of



Table 3.

Average rate of fertilizer consumption, rate of application per fer-

tilized hectare and extent of area fertilized for HYV of sorghum in
selected districts (1973-74)

Average rate (N+P,05+ Rate per fertilized Percentage area

o K,0) per hectare hectare (HYV) fertilized (HYV)
District (State) v Tocal N P05 K0 NP0 K0
kg/ha kg/ha kg/ha kg/ha kg/ha % \ %
Jalgaon (Mah) 50 19 40 27 12 78 63 18
Ahmadnagar (Mah) 45 0 72 29 Nil S3 24 Nil
Sangli (Mah) 30 0 60 25 15 39 19 15
Aurangabad (Mah) 14 0 55 27 12 24 15 7
Parbhani (Mah) 29 0 47 19 18 43 25 25
Bhir (Mah) 18 0 23 19 21 24 41 25
Satara (Mah) 48 0 59 27 13 64 26 22
Osmanabad (Mah) 23 2 29 21 16 38 32 32
Buldhana (Mah) 68 9 33 33 18 88 88 56
RAkola (Mah) 40 0 48 27 17 52 42 21
Amravati (Mah) 71 5 42 29 22 90 72 56
Nanded (Mah) 19 0 31 15 4 47 28 14
wardha (Mah) 39 1 44 18 15 60 43 34
Nagpur (Mah) 59 2 35 27 16 81 79 58
Mandsaur (MP) 84 22 63 24 29 81 71 54
Belgaum (Kar) 117 19 94 27 24 93 60 56
Bellary (Kar) 28 8 13 11 11 72 72 70
Shimoga (Kar) 75 21 38 24 23 90 89 85
Mysore (Kar) 27 0 49 36 32 31 17 17
Anantapur (AP) 11 0 47 Nil Nil 24 Nil Nil
Shimoga? (Kar) 113 o 57 35 33 97 95 74
Distribution of districts in different classes
€ 10 0 17 0 1 3 0 1 3
11 - 20 4 2 1 5 11 0 3 4
21 - 30 5 2 2 12 5 3 4 4
31 - 40 2 0 5 3 2 3 1 2
41 - 60 4 0 10 0 0 5 4 5
61 - 80 3 0 2 0 0 3 5 2
> 80 3 0 1 0 0 7 3 1

Source: Raheja et al. 1976.

a. Post-rainy season crop.

Various tables.
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Table 4. Average rate of fertilizer consumption, rate of application per fer-
tilized hectare and extent of area fertilized for HYV of pearl millet
in selected districts (1973-74) '

Average rate (N+P,05+ Rate per fertilized Percentage area

. K20) per hectare hectare (HYV) fertilized (HYV)
District (State) HYV Local N P205 K50 N P20g K20
kg/ha kg/ha kg/ha kg/ha kg/ha % s .
Banaskanta2® (Guj) 11 2 50 0 0o 23 0 0
Kairad (Guj) 32 16 36 42 0o 75 12 0
Rajkot® (Guj) 39 16 30 32 o 77 51 0
Hissar? (Har) 32 5 46 61 0 65 3 0
Rohtak® (Har) 39 17 46 0 0 84 0 0
Jaipur@ (Raj) 28 4 36 17 o 70 18 0
Jalgaon2 (Mah) 37 14 32 21 8 74 54 20
Ahmadnagar@ (Mah) 66 5 64 37 28 84 28 8
Sangli (Mah) 28 1 60 0 0 47 0 0
Aurangabad? (Mah) 19 2 29 19 18 36 29 16
Parbhani (Mah) 12 0 27 12 12 29 16 16
BhirP (Mah) 12 0o 24 18 16 22 21 21
Sholapur (Mah) 8 0 28 0 o 27 0 0
Morena® (MP) 81 11 53 38 0 95 8l 0
Guntur (AP) 55 1 56 28 16 62 48 45
Chittoor (AP) 107 0 75 34 33 98 54 46
Nellore (AP) 59 0 41 22 18 91 67 41
Coimbatore (TN) 141 5 99 42 33 90 74 66
Madurai (TN) 46 2 35 18 18 74 57 57
Tirunelvelid (TN) 82 8 74 28 28 80 40 40
Chingleput (TN) 82 0 44 31 27 91 75 71
Coimbatoreb (TN) 79 20 52 31 30 86 56 56
Maduraib (TN) 19 1 18 6 6 78 42 42
Tirunelvelid/b (T§) 10 1 26 0 0 40 0 0
ChingleputP (TN) 71 0 48 26 24 86 63 57
BellaryP (Kar) 108 0 64 30 26 98 83 79
Distribution of districts in different classes
< 10 2 20 0 6 12 0 6 11
11 - 20 5 6 1 5 6 0 3 3
21 - 30 2 0 6 6 6 4 3 1
31 - 40 5 0 4 6 2 2 1 1
4l - 60 3 0 10 2 0 1 7 7
61 - 80 3 0 4 1 0 9 4 3
' > 80 6 0 1 0 0 10 2 0

Source: Raheja et al. 1976. Various tables.
a, Traditionally important pearl millet producing districts.

b. Post-rainy season crop.
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crop area fertllized.s The last six columns of Tables 3 and 4 provide
these data. Table 3 reveals that the modal classes for nitrogen, phos-
phorus and potash application were 41 kg to 60 kg, 21 kg to 30 kg and
11 kg to 20 kg per fertilized hectare respectively. It may be noted
that the rate for nitrogen was less than 30 kg per fertilized hectare in
only 3 districts (Bhir, Osmanabad and Bellary). In 10, 8 and 3 dis~
tricts respectively, the percentage areas fertilized with nitrogen,
phosphatic and potassic fertilizers exceeded 60% of the area under HYV.

The modal classes for nitrogen, phosphorus and potash application.
to HYV of pearl millet were 41 kg to 60 kg, 21 kg to 40 kg and less
than 10 kg per fertilized hectare respectively. No phosphatic fertili-
zer was applied in five districts and potash was not used in ten. It
was noted that in # out of 13 major producing districtg, no potassic
fertilizer was used on this crop. 1In 19, 6 and 3 districts respectively,
the percentage areas fertilized with nitrogenous, phosphatic and potassic
fertilizers respectively, exceeded 60%. Thus, this crop had relatively
lower indicator values for potash use, but the number and proportion of
districts falling in the above modal classes for N rate as well as
percent area fertilized with nitrogen was higher for pearl millet as
compared to sorghum.

In Table 5 below, some correlations have been shown. These provide
the following indications:

(a) Rates of fertilizer application (both N and Pp0s5) for
sorghum were not associated with spread of HYV, HYV area
irrigated, adoption of fertilizer or rainfall., For
pearl millet, irrigated HYV area was positively associated
with N rates and adoption with P,0g rates.

(b

-~

The percentage sorghum areas fertilized with N and P205

were significantly correlated with adoption and rainfall.
For pearl millet, spread of HYV, HYV area irrigated (with
N), adoption of fertilizer and rainfall (with P,0g) were
correlated positively with the area fertilized variables.

(c) The nitrogen and phosphorus rates were not correlated for
sorghum but the area fertilized with these nutrients were
positively correlated. For pearl millet, both rates and
areas fertilized with nitrogen and phosphorus were corre-
lated and the rate and area fertilized with the same nu-
trient was also positively correlated.

5. The district estimates presented in Tables 3 and 4 generally had high
precision. The percentage standard errors for nitrogen rate estimates
were below 20 in 19 districts for sorghum and 21 districts for pearl
millet.
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These indicated that higher spread of HYV does not imply higher
rates of fertilizer application. There was some indication that ferti-
lized area was higher in districts with higher HYV area. Secondly,
higher level of fertilizer adoption was more strongly associated with
extent of area fertilized. Thirdly, rainfall was significantly associa-
ted with area fertilized. All these pointed towards area fertilized
being more variable than rate of application. Finally, significant
association between areas fertilized with nitrogen and phosphorus
suggested efforts towards more balanced use of fertilizers., This was
more strongly indicated for pearl millet for which both rates of appli-
cation and areas fertilized with N and P,0g5 tended to move together.

Pursuing our results further, district estimates presented in
Tables 3 and 4 did not reveal any trend with respect to broad soil types
(Appendix I). With respect to varietal differences in fertiliigr use,
the hybrid pearl millet districts showed some interesting results.6
Varieties HB 1, HB 3 and HB 4 were dominant in 5, 15 and 6 districts
respectively (Appendix I). The HB 1 and HB 4 districts showed some
differences. In none of the 5 districts where HB 1 was the dominant
variety7 did fertilizer adoption exceed 50%, nor did the rates of
application of nitrogen and potash exceed 60 kg and 30 kg respectively.
On the other hand, the adoption level was above 80% in all the 6 dis-
tricts where HB 4 was the dominant variety.e In three of these the rate
of application of nitrogen exceeded 60 kg and that for potash exceeded
30 kg per hectare. 1In terms of percentage area fertilized also the HB 4
districts showed superiority, area fertilized with nitrogen exceeding
80% in all (only one HB 1 district belonged to this category). Thus,
even the aggregate district level data revealed relatively higher ferti-
lizer use parameters for HB 4. Interestingly, this ranking agrees with
experimental evidence on the response of pearl millet hybrids to fertilizer
application (Bapna and Murty 1976). This lends support to the hypothesis

6. Variety CSH 1 was dominant in 19 out of 21 districts studied (Appendix
I). Therefore, no variety-based analysis was possible for sorghum.

7. These districts were Jaipur, Chingleput (post-rainy season), Guntur,
sangli and Bhir.

8. These were Nellore, Coimbatore, Chittoor, Chinglepqt, Morena and
Bellary (post-rainy season).
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that farmers are aware of the relative responses of different varieties

and that this does affect their fertilizer use decisions.

Fertilizer use under irrigated and rainfed conditions

Appendix I shows that in several areas, the HYV are grown under irrigated
conditions. From the point of view of SAT agriculture in general, there
is greater interest in monitoring the situation for the primarily unirri-
gated crop which is quantitatively so important.

Tables 6 and 7 give estimates of actual rates of application and
percent area fertilized with each nutrient under irrigated and unirrigated
conditions. The data have been summarized in the form of frequency distri-
butions and these have been shown in Figure 1.

Considering sorghum first, the modal classes for N, P05 and K20
application were found to be 41-60 kg, 31-40 kg and 11-20 kg per fertili-
zed hectare respectively under irrigated condition. Under unirrigated
conditions, these were 21-40 kg, 21-30 kg and 11-20 kg, respectively. The
differences between irrigated and unirrigated distributions (Fig 1) were
not so sharp with respect to.N rates and more than half the number of dis~
tricts fell in the above modal classes. The areas fertilized with N,

P05 and KpOwere clearly lower under unirrigated conditions though with
respect to this parameter also, the case of nitrogenous fertilizers was
not so sharply defined and a significant number of districts had more
than 80% coverage under nitrogenous fertilizers even under unirrigated
conditions.

For pearl millet (Table 7) the modal classes for N, P05 and K;0
application were 41-60 kg, 21-30 kg, and less than 10 kg per fertilized
hectare under irrigated conditions and 21-40 kg, less than 20 kg and
less than 10 kg per fertilized hectare respectively under rainfed condi-
tions. It was also noted that a significant number of districts belonged
to the above modal classes for N and P0g application rates. With
respect to area fertilized, the unirrigated distributions clearly indi-
cated relatively lower values.

The conclusions are summarized in Table 8. Figure 1 and Table 8
cleariy indicate higher fertilizer use parameters for unirrigated sorghum
as compared to pearl millet. Under irrigated conditions, though the
modal values for the two crops presented in Table 8 are similar, the



Table 6. Fertilizer use on HYV of sorghum under _irrigated and unirrigated conditions in different
districts (1973-74)

Rate of application per fertilized

Percent area fertilized with different

. hectare (kg) nutrients

District (State) Irrigated crop Unirrigated crop Irrigated crop Unirrigated crop

N P,05 K0 N P,05 K0 N  P,05 K0 N Py05  K,0
Jalgaon (Mah) 25 16 0 50 30 13 86 72 0 74 56 22
Ahmadnagar (Mah) 77 33 b 64 22 0 67 47 b 42 13 0
Sangli (Mah) 65 24 15 63 27 12 69 34 32 16 8 2
Aurangabad (Mah) b b b 56 30 15 b b b 25 15 7
Parbhani (Mah) NA NA NA 47 19 18 NA NA NA 43 25 25
Bhir (Mah) 0 0 o] 24 20 22 o] 0 0 25 44 25
Satara (Mah) 56 26 15 61 27 12 100 37 37 57 24 19
Osmanabad (Mah) 40 18 14 26 21 16 43 34 34 37 31 - 31
Buldhana (Mah) 40 40 b 33 33 18 100 100 b 88 88 57
Akola (Mah) NA NA NA 48 27 17 NA NA NA 52 42 21
Amravati (Mah) 42 31 21 42 27 23 97 79 74 84 66 44
Nanded (Mah) 0 o] o} 30 15 4 0 (o] 0 50 30 15
Wardha (Mah) 35 17 15 45 18 15 58 58 48 60 43 33
Nagpur (Mah) NA NA NA 35 27 16 NA NA NA 83 81 60
Mandsaur (MP) NA NA NA 63 24 29 NA NA NA 81 71 54
Belgaum (Kar) 100 35 29 89 18 17 100 81 77 86 36 30
Bellary (Kar) 20 14 14 12 11 11 85 82 82 69 70 68
Shimoga (Kar) 44 25 25 38 25 23 78 75 65 92 92 88
Shimogad (Kar) 57 35 33 NA NA NA 97 95 74 NA NA NA
Mysore (Kar) 60 38 32 36 30 31 91 86 80 19 4 5
Anantapur (AP) 50 b 0 b 0 [o} 41 b 0 b 0 (o}

Source: Unpublished tabulated results of IASRI assessment survey 1973-74

a. Post-rainy season crop.

b. Estimate not reported, based on very few observations.

NA - not applicable.

97



Table 7. Fertilizer use on HYV of pearl millet under irrigated and unirrigated conditions in dif-

ferent districts (1973-74)

Rate of application per fertilized Percent area fertilized with different

. hectare (kg) nutrients

District (State) Irrigated crop Unirrigated crop 1Irrigated crop Unirrigated crop

N P05 K20 N Py05 K0 N P205 K30 N P05 K20
Banaskanta? (Guj) NA NA NA 49 [¢] 0O NA NA NA 23 0 0
Kaira2 (Guj) 37 45 [ 35 38 0o 69 19 s} 80 8 o]
Rajkot2 (Guj) 38 42 0 22 23 o 87 53 [¢] 73 50 [¢]
Hissar2 (Har) 46 61 c c [} 0o 67 3 c c [ i 4
Rohtak?@ (Har) 47 0 [¢] 23 0 o 92 o] o] 21 0 o
Jaipur2 (Raj) 37 o] o] 34 16 o 72 [¢] 0 70 60 0
Aurangabada (Mah) c c c 30 19 18 c c c 35 28 16
Parbhani (Mah) NA NA NA 27 12 12 NA NA NA 29 16 16
Bhir@ (Mah) c c c 25 17 16 c c c 20 18 18
Jalgaon2 (Mah) c c c 32 21 8 c c c 77 56 21
Ahmadnagar@ (Mah) 67 40 17 57 27 49 93 35 10 66 15 4
Sangli (Mah) 60 c c NA NA NA 47 c c NA NA NA
Sholapur (Mah) 28 c c c o o] 31 c c c 0 (o]
Morena? (MP) 71 25 4] 48 38 0 100 100 0 91 76 o]
Guntur (AP) 65 28 16 c 4] 0 64 64 45 c 4} 5]
Chittoor (AP) 76 34 32 NA NA NA 99 54 46 NA NA NA
Nellore (AP) 41 22 18 NA NA NA 91 67 41 NA NA NA
Coimbatore (TN) 99 42 33 NA NA NA 91 74 66 NA NA NA
Coimbatoreb (TN) 49 26 21 NA NA NA 94 67 67 NA NA NA
Madurai (TN) 35 19 19 c c c 81 62 62 c c c
Maduraib (TN) 18 6 [ 0 4] 0 91 so 50 0 [¢] (o]
Tirunelvelia (TN) 77 30 30 20 13 13 87 38 38 48 48 48
Tirunelveli2'P (TN) 32 0 0 28 c c 13 0 0 54 c c
Chingleput (TN) 44 31 27 NA NA NA 94 77 74 NA NA NA
Chingleput} (TN) 49 26 21 c c c 94 67 67 c c -
BellaryP (Kar) 64 30 26 NA NA NA 98 83 79 NA NA NA

Source: Unpublished tabulated results of IASRI assessment survey 1973-74.
a. Traditionally'important pearl millet producing districts.

b. Post-rainy season crop.

c. Estimate not reported, based on very few observations.

NA - not applicable.

Lt
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FIGURE 1.
DISTRIBUTION OF DISTRICTS ACCORDING TO RATE OF FERTILIZER APPLICA-
TION AND PERCENTAGE AREA FERTILIZED UNDER IRRIGATED AND UNIRRI-
GATED CONDITIONS FOR HYV OF SORGHUM AND PEARL MILLET

(1973-74)
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overall distribution shown in Fig 1 indicated somewhat higher level of
nitrogen use for pearl millet hybrids. Comparison of fertilized areas
under irrigated and unirrigated conditions revealed that the areas fer-
tilized with P,0g5 and K20 recorded sharper declines as compared to the
area fertilized with N. This follows from the fact that there is an ele-
ment of flexibility for nitrogen application (it can be applied during
post-sowing stages also) but for the other two nutrients it is not so.

Table 8. Modal classes for rate of fertilizer application and percent-
age area fertilized: HYV of sorghum and pearl millet, 1973-74

Modal classes for rate Modal classes for
Crop Ferti- of application (kg per percentage HYV area
lizer fertilized hectare) fertilized (8)
Irrigated Unirrigated Irrigated Unirrigated
Sorghum N 41 - 60 21 - 40 > 80 > 60
P05 31 - 40 21 - 30 > BO < 40
K20 11 - 20 11 - 20 61 - 80 < 40
Pearl Millet N 41 - 60 21 - 40 > 80 61 - 80
P30s5 21 = 30 < 20 61 - 80 <10
K20 < 10 < 10 41 - 80 < 10

The modal rates presented in Table 8 compared favorably with those
reported for different states by the National Council of Applied Economic
Research (NCAER 1978) for 1975-76. The 1969-71 estimates for sorghum
(All-India) also belonged to the modal classes obtained in this study
(NCAER 1974). While this improves our confidence in these estimates,
this comparison also suggests that rates of fertilizer application to
these crops did not record any significant gains over 1969-70 to 1975-76.
We shall come back to this later.

Stratification of these data by major soil types revealed that
geneially :he rates of fertilizer application to unirrigated sorghum were
higher on black soils as compared to red and lateritic soil groups --
medium black soils faring better than shallow black soils. For pearl
millet, the unirrigated rates were'higher on alluvial, grey-brown and
black soils as compared to mixed red and black, red and red and lateritic
soils. These trends are in line with the moisture holding capacities of

different soils,
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Summing up, the analysis of adoption levels and application rates
revealed the following: (a) A substantial proportion of farmers growing
HYV of sorghum and pearl millet used fertilizers on these crops. What is
more important, they used fertilizers for the rainfed crops also.
(b) There was evidence to show that in some districts at least, local
varieties of these crops were also fertilized. (c) High spread of the
HYV did not always lead to higher rates of fertilizer application but
spread of HYV and extent of crop area fertilized were positively correlated.
This implied that decisions to use fertilizers and superior varieties were
related but decisions regarding rates of application were probably taken
with other considerations in view. (d) The status of soil moisture
appeared to he important in fertilizer use decisions. Accordingly, rain-
fall and irrigation both appeared to influence fertilizer use. (e) There
was some evidence to suggest that farmers considered the relative responses
of different varieties in making their fertilizer use decisions. (f) The
rate of application as well as the area fertilized with different nutrients
was lower under unirrigated conditions respectively for both these crops.
The modal rates of application of nitrogen were 40-60 kg and 21-40 kg per
fertilized hectare under irrigated and unirrigated conditions. The unirri-
gated rates were somewhat higher for sorghum while the irrigated rates were
higher for pearl millet. Application of phosphorus and potash was more
widespread for sorghum. Under unirrigated conditions, however, the extent
of area fertilized with these nutrients was substantially lower, particu-
larly in pearl millet districts. (g) Wide interdistrict variability was
noticed in the fertilizer use parameters for both these crops, under-
scoring the need to study the determinants of this variability and also
the adaptability and response behavior of different HYV in greater detail.

In the following chart, districts have been classified into 9 cate-
gories representing combinations of high, medium and low rate and area
fertilized variables (for nitrogen only). Four of these are of special
interest from a diagnostic point of view. We helieve that this classifi-
cation arises from the interaction of technological and institutional
factors. Availability of regionally adapted, fertilizer-responsive
varieties determines rates of fertilizer application and adequacy of
institutional infrastructure (credit, fertilizer retail trade, etc.)

influences the extent of crop area receiving fertilizers. Based on this
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reasoning, the HIGH FATE-HIGH SPREAD category represents a desirable
situation, favorahly endowed with both factors. In the HIGH RATE-LOW
SPREAD districts (Category III), institutional inadequacy is indicated.
The LOW KATE-HTGH SPREAD distrlcts (Category VII) seem to have good
institutional infrastructure but lack a suitable fertilizer responsive
variety. The LOW PATE-LOW SPREAD districts (Category IX) have both
problems. Thus, 1t is possible to identify areas where technological
or institutional or both, factors play an inhibiting role in context of
fertilizer use.

This chart shows that in 29 out of 35 districts under the irrigated
category (Il oth crops included), the spread was high. In nearly one-third
of the districte the rates were low. This underscored the technology
factor as being more important. Under rainfed conditions, both the
factors appeared o be important. One must investigate regional varia-
tion in response of different high yielding varieties to fertilizer
application (under irrigated as well as rainfed conditions) to come up
with firm eonclusions but even this simple analysis shows that all the
varieties being adopted by farmers are not responsive to high fertiliza-~

tion rates.

3. Fertilizer use on irrigated crops

Tt has been arqued (Jodha 1973) that crops like sorghum and pearl millet
receive scant attention in terms of use of modern inputs primarily because
of their low-response, low-value nature. It has been shown (Desai 1969)
that farmers' fertilizer use decisions are based on profitability of res-
ponses, and under conditions of limited availability of working capital,
rarely favor these crops. In this section we investigate whether the
advent of fertilizer responsive HYV has made a difference in this tradi-
tional setting, by looking at fertilizer (nitrogen) use on irrigated HYV
of sorghum and pearl millet on one hand and that on HYV of relatively
higher-valued irrigated cereals like rice or wheat on the other in the
same district.

Figure 2 shows the rate of application and percent area fertilized
with nitrogen for irrigated sorghum, pearl millet, and rice or wheat in
different districts. Appendix II shows the use level of nitrogen on rice

or wheat in all the districts.
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FIGURE : 2 RATE OF APPLICATION PER FERTILIZED HECTARE AND PERCENTAGE AREA
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At first glunce, the fertilizer use values for irrigated sorghum,
pear]l millet, and rice/wheat appear clustered together. Closer
scrutiny, however, allows some discrimination. The two groups of. crops
-- millets and superior cereals, are not clearly distinguishable with
respect to the area fertilized parameter. In both cases, most of the
observatinns are clustered above the 60% level., The figure thus indicated
that under assured environment, farmers resorted to high extent of ferti-
lization for all crops. The mean percentage areas fertilized for sorghum
and the superior cereals were not found to be statistically different from
each other but for pearl millet, the values were found to be significantly
lower (t = 2.87, df 20) as compared to rice or wheat. This diffference was
also signiiicant when observations for both sorghum and pearl millet were
pooled (t = 3.%y, 4f 34), Thus, even though the areas fertilized were high
for both groups of irrigated crops, the superior cereals fared relatively
better.

With regard to rates of nitrogen application, Figure 2 showed that
the rate was less than 50 kg per fertilized hectare in only 6 (out of 33)
districts for the superior cereals. The sorghum and pearl millet rates
were below 5u kg in 21 (out of 34) districts. The mean rates of applica-
tion for the two groups of crops were found to be significantly different
from each other (t = 2,74, df 13 for sorghum; 4.45, df 20 for pearl
millet; 3.59, df 34 for merged sorghum and pearl millet). Thus, commen-
surate with relative responses to fertilization, the rates of application
were lower for sorghum and pearl millet as compared to those for rice or
wheat.

This analysis, therefore, reveals that the millets are fertilized at
lower levels under irrigated conditions. However, it should be noted
that the absolute levels of fertilizer use for these crops are not very
low. We have reported earlier that they claim a share in irrigation as
well as fertilizers -- the most critical inputs in SAT agriculture.
Clearly the main issue is availability of regionally adapted, high
yielding varieties which are highly responsive to modern inputs. In
areas where these have been made available, the millets compare favorably
with the superior cereals. One unambiguously comes to the conclusion
that the critical research task so far as these crops are concerned is

development of such varieties.
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4. Trend in fertilizer use

In order to provide an idea of the pattern of diifusion of fertilizer use
and also of the firmness of the estimates presented in the earlier sections
we looked at the trend in fertilizer use over time. Data on fertilizer use
parameters were available for 6-7 years continuously for only eight districts.
Sorghum crop was covered in Mandsaur, Akola, Shimoga (rainy season) and Shimoga
(post-rainy season) and pearl millet in Jaipur, Kaira, Hissar and Aurangabad
districts. Figure 3 shows the changes over time in rates of application per
fertilized hectare and percentage areas fertilized with nitrogenous fertilizers
for these two crups and also for irrigated rice (or wheat) in these dittrictl.g
The following important tendencies are revealed by the figure:

(a) In general, Figure 3 revealed no systematic trend either in rates
of fertilization or percentage areas fertilized for HYV of sorghum and pearl
millet. The HYV of other irrigated cereals -- rice or wheat, in their
traditional production areas -- Shimoga, Mandsaur and Hissar, showed
greater stability, particularly with regard to area fertilized. Looking at
the position in Shimoga where the sorghum HYV were grown either as irrigated
crop (post-rainy season) or under conditions of high and stable rainfall
(rainy season), the stabilizing role of adequate moisture availability
even for this crop is clearly brought out -- the rates are higher and the
percentage area fertilized is high and stable as compared to the other two
sorghum districts. But for pearl millet, this explanation does not seem to
hold. Hissar is a predominantly irrigated HYV growing district and
Figure 3 did not reveal a high or stable pattern in this district. We
have too few districts to draw conclusions but the Hissar case does
suggest the need to look for other variables like seasonal conditions,
pest and disease incidence, etc. to obtain a fuller understanding of
temporal variability in the fertilizer use parameters.

In other districts, fertilizer use for both the categories of crops
~- millets as well as superior cereals, was fluctuating though one did
note a stable (area fertilized in Kaira) or rising (rate in Akola and
Jaipur) trend for wheat in some districts. The diffusion of fertilizers

on crops like sorghum and milletr or even irrigated crops in areas where

9. These data were not available separately for irrigated and unirrigated
crops. Figure 3 is thus based on average values. One needs to note, how-
ever that in Mandsaur and Akola (sorghum) and Aurangabad (pearl millet),
the HYV were grown primarily as rainfed crop. 1In Shimoga (post-rainy
season sorghum) and Hissar (pearl millet), on the other hand, irrigated
HYV was dominant. This does provide some scope for analyzing irrigated
and rainfed crops.
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FIGURE 3

TREND IN USE OF NITROGENOUS FERTILIZERS FOR HYV OF
SORGHUM /PEARL MILLET AND WHEAT/RICE IN SELECTED

DISTRICTS 1970-71 TO 1976-77
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the irrigation source and the environment are unstablelo did not seem to
follow the classical sigmoid route. It should also be noted that in more
than ten years (beginning 1965-66) fertilizer use has not spread over the
entire HYV area under sorghum and pearl millet in most of the unirrigated
producing districts, It was noted (data not presented here) that there was
considerable year-to-year variation in the proportion of fertilizer users
also. All these factors imparted instability to the fertilizer use para-
meters.,  We hypothesize that this instability is primarily caused by varia-
tion in seasonal conditions conducive to fertilizer use. Lataer in this
section, this hypothesis is examined further.

(b) Figure 3 also shows that the percentage area fertilized had
relatively lower variability over time in districts where it had attained
high levels (as in Shimoga for rainy and post-rainy season sorghum and
Kaira for pearl millet). These seem to represent areas where fertilizer
has been accepted as an essential component of the production technology
for HYV. Several factors -- availability of adequate scil moisture,
better adaptability, superior response, lower disease/pest incidence,
etc. could be responsible for this. Other districts with lower coverage
(Mandsaur, Akola, Aurangabgd, Higsar and Jaipur) represented relatively
uncertain response situations where both area fertilized and rates fluc-
tuated often in the same direction.

(¢) The'tendency for the area fertilized to become stable as it
reached a high level (as in most districts for irrigated rice/wheat HYV
and also for sorghum in Shimoga and pearl millet in Kaira), suggested
the hypotheses that during initial stages of adoption, one must look at
the area fertilized parameter. Later, when adoption is widespread,
fluctuations in fertilizer use hecame rate-dominated.

(d) Even though Figure 3 showed significant interyear variations,
the 1973-74 data that were presented in the earlier section were not
atypical. Most of the rate values in the figure ranged between 35 kg
to 50 kg per hectare, irrigated post-rainy season sorghum in Shimoga an
exception. Since 1973-74, the rate has fallen significantly only in
Mandsaur; in other districts, they have remained more or less in the

10. It may be noted that in Akola, Aurangabad and Kaira, wheat culti-
vation has assumed importance only recently.
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same modal class. The area fertilized has, however, shown a significant
downward trend in several districts. Thus, while the modal rate estimates
presented in Tables 7 and 8 appear to be fairly firm, one cannot say the
same fcr the area fertilized parameter.

(e) The position in 1954-75 is of special interest because fertilizer
prices went up substantially during this year. Figure 3 revealed that the
rate of application for sorghum and millet went down in 4 districts
(Mandsaur, Akala, Aurangabad and Hissar) and in 5 (Mandsaur, Aurangabad,
Higsar, Jaipur and Shimoga, rainy season) the area fertilized declined as
compared to 1973-74. 1t follows that one must look at both the parameters
to get a correct picture of farmers' response to price changes. Even then
Shimoga (for both rainy and post-rainy season sorghum), Akola (sorghum) and
Kaira (pearl millet) stood out as exceptional districts recording increases
in average level of nitrogen used per hectare in 1974-75, Further analysis
revealed (data not presented here) that in these districts there was a sub-
stantial decline in the area under high yielding varieties, implying reduc=-
tions in total guantity of fertilizer used. Thus, adjustment to price and
other changes secemed to have several dimensions.

(f) Some regression results: It has been suggested earlier that
seasonal conditions (rainfall, occurrence of pests/diseases, etc.) could
play @ role in farmers' fertilizer use decisions for unirrigated crops.

An attempt was made to study the relationship between fertilizer use on
HYV of sorghum and pearl millet and seasonal (June to August) rainfall on
the basis of four years' data (1970-71 to 1973-74) for 17 rainy season
sorghum and 10 rainy season pearl millet districts.l1 The Annual Reports
for different years also provided information on borrowings for agricultural
purposes and we have also included this variable as an indicator of credit
availability in the regression model. This model thus hypothesized that
seasonal conditions and capital were the main determinants of fertilizer
use on these crops. Lagged output price was also considered initially but
this did not emerge significant in any case and was subsequently dropped.
The disease/pest variable could not be included because this information

was not available.

11. The choice of these districts was exclusively determined by coverage in
all the four years. The sorghum districts were Belgaum, Bellary, Mysore,
Shimoga, Jalgaon, Satara, Sangli, Aurangabad, Parbhani, Bhir, Nanded, Osmana-
bad, Buldhana, Akola, Amravati, Wardha and Nagpur. The pearl millet dis-
tricts were Guntur, Nellore, Chittoor, Jalgaon, Aurangabad, Bhir, Hissax,
Rohtak, Chingleput and Coimbatore.
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Six variables were used to indicate the fertilizer use level,
These were: (i) percentage of farmers using fertilizer (ADOPTION),
(ii) Average rate of application of N+P205+K;0 in kilograms per hectare
of crop area (AVNPK), (iii).rate of application of nitrogen in kg per
fertilized hectare (NRATE), (iv) rate of application of phosphorus in
kg per fertilized hectare (PRATE), (v) percentage area fertilized with
nitrogen (NAREA), and (vi) percentage area fertilized with phosphorus
(PAREA) . Rainfall during the growth period (June to August) in milli-
meters (JUNAUGRF) was used as one of the explanatory variables. For the
ADOPTION decision, rainfall during sowing and presowing period is
relevant and, therefore, we considered rainfall during June-July (mm)
only in this equation, The other independent variable used was the
average borrowing per cultivator for agricultural purposes (CREDIT)
during the season in rupees. These two variables were regressed against
each of the six dependent variables mentioned above.

District level estimates on these variables were available. In
view of the limited number of years available for each district, data
for all sorghum and all pearl millet districts were pooled and regres-
sions were estimated for each crop using the error components model
(Wallace and Hussain 1969, Barah 1976).12 These equations are presented
in Table 9.

The results indicate that the rate of application was not signifi-
cantly influenced by rainfall or credit variables (PRATE equation for
sorghum being an exception where the coefficient for credit appeared
significant). Both these variables exercised significant positive
influence over adoption and area fertilized decisions. It follows that
low rainfall and inadequate capital restricted fertilizer use on HYV
sorghum and pearl millet. The results came out less strongly for pearl
millet. In seven out of ten districts for this crop, the hybrids were
grown under irrigated conditions (Appendix I) and this may have affected
the rainfall variable. These results suggest that fertilizer extension
programs for these crops must be backed with adequate credit and must
provide for flexibility to adjust according to seasonal conditions. It
is appropriate that research recommendations on fertilizer use do empha-
size the flexibility element now (Vijayalakshmi 1979, Singh 1979).

12. The regressions were estimated at the ICRISAT Computer Center with the
help of the COMTAC (Combining Time Series and Cross Section) package.
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Table 9. Effect of rainfall during growing period and credit on ferti-
lizer use for HYV of sorghum and pearl millet.?

No. of No. of Dependent Regression coefficients
districts years variable Intercept  JUNAUGRF CREDIT

Rainy season sorghum

17 4 ADOPTION 26.140 0.033** 0.034*%*
(2.180) (4.403)
AVNPK 29.368 0.023%* 0.021%*
(2.122) (2.230)
NRATE 39.967 0.003 ~-0.005
(0.362) (0.771)
PRATE 25.109 -0.003 0.016*%*
(0.641) (3.612)
NAREA 42.334 0.028%* 0.025%*
(2.450) (2.523)
PAREA 33.383 0.023** 0.017*
(2.063) (1.746)

Rainy season pearl millet

10 4 ADOPTION 48.030 0.045% 0.033%%%
(1.898) (3.729)
AVNPK 45.816 0.025 -0.005
(0.940) (0.264)
NRATE 55.295 -0.014 -0.007
(0.677) (0.513)
PRATE 31,393 -0.017 0.003
(0.878) (0.209)
NAREA 57.223 0.027 0.018
(1.383) (1.370)
PAREA 28.561 0.039* -0.014
(1.934) (0.954)

Figures in parentheses are t-values.

*, %%, «%x gignificant at 10, 5 and 1% probability levels
respectively.

a. Results based on pooled time series and cross-section data.
Estimates obtained by COMTAC package available at the ICRISAT
Computer Center.
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The analysis of trend in fertilizer use over time revealed almost
complete coverage of the HYV under irrigated conditions. Under rainfed
conditions, however, a significant fraction of the HYV continued to be
unfertilized even after 10'years. There was also considerable year-to
-year fluctuation. It appeared that seasonal conditions played an
important role in fertilizer use decisions -- particularly in decisions
regarding whether to use fertilizer and what proportion of the crop area
to cover.

IV. DETERMINANTS OF FERTILIZER USE

The analysis of determinants of fertilizer use has been done at two levels.
The first focuses attention on interfarm variability (within a district)
which is hypothesized to be caused by forces operating at the level of the
individual farm, and the second looks at interregional (between districts)
variation in fertilizer use in context of differences in broad agroclimatic
and institutional environments. This two-step approach is intended to
capture the influence of micro-, and macro-factors more fully than has been
possible in most of the eaflier studies which investigated the problem
either from a macro (Desai 1969, Parikh 1965, Rao 1973, Jayaraman 1979)
or a micro (NCAER 1974) angle. The basic hypotheses, model specification
and empirical results obtained in the two analyses are described below.

In the first analysis, we have examined decisions regarding rates of
application of different plant nutrients.13 On the basis of past ntudicll
we hypothesize that these decisions are influenced by two sets of forces.

4

Firstly, there are factors which influence the response of the crop to
fertilizer application and hence the profitability of fertilizer use. We
call these response variables which include soil type, drainage, irrigation,
timeliness of sowing, previous cropping history of the plot, incidence of
diseases and pests, weather conditions, etc. Secondly, there are farmer
-specific, socioceconomic variables such as education and experience of the
farmer, capital position and credit availability, extent of commerciali-
zation, the socioceconomic status of the farmer, prices of fertilizer and
output, risk aversion, etc.

13, Further work in this area is being pursued with other data sources.
14, See Timmer 1974, Jha 1980 for detailéd reviews on this aspect.



Plotwige data for each district from the Yield Estimation Survey
(YES) for 1973-74 were used for thig analysis. As has been indicated
earlier, 80 HYV fields were chosen for the crop cu;ting experiments in
each district and information on input use ard output were collected
from these plots.JS Unfortunatély, data on all the above mentioned
variables were nct available and the analysis had to be done with selec-
ted plot and farm-specific variables. These are specified below.

Dependent variables -- three dependent variables were specifiéd and

separate regression equations were estimated for each. These were:
total plant nutrients (N+Pp0g+K20) used in kg per fertilized hectare
(NPKRATE) , quantity of nitrogen (N) used in kg per fertilized hectare
(NRATE) and quantity of phosphorus (P0g) used in kg per fértilized
hectare (PRATE).

Independent varialles -- (i) Data were available on soil texture of the

plot on which the rop was grown as light, or heavy soil. A dummy
variable (SOTLDMY) was defined with value unity if the plot had heavy
soil and zero otherwise. Tt was hypothesized that sorghum or pearl
millet grown on relatively heavier soil would receive more ‘fertilizers.
(ii) Opinion of the farmer on the status of drainage fdr Eﬁé‘blot con-
cerned was also recorded. A dummy variable (DRAINmGE)*havingivalue
unity for poorly drained or waterlogged plots and zeéro othetwise, was
defined. A negative coefficient for this variable was hybdthesized.
(iii) It was hypothesized that plots which were sown at’the' normal time
would tend to receive higher levels of fertilizers. Farmérs*  ¥ésponses
regarding timeliness of sowing (early, normal or late) waye' used® to
generate a dummy variable (TIMELYSOWN) for plots sown ‘at th%“ﬁbﬁﬁal
time. (iv) There is some evidence from past studies (Desail et ‘al. 1973)
to suggest that farmers adjusted their current fertilizdgtioh rdtes down-
wards if the preceding crop grown on the plot was heaviiy“férfifized.

In the absence of data on past fertilization status of the prét! a dummy
variable was used as proxy to capturc this effect. This 'variable
(PREVCROP) took the value unity if the plot was put to-a edmhofily ferti-
lized crop (like sugarcane, tobacco, cottdn, vegetables, HYV 'S6f cereals,

groundnut, etc.) or legume, during the preceding seasorn. ‘Ag%sdth, a

15. Scrutiny of data for each district revealed that informatioh on fer-
tilizer prices were not collected for plots where no fertilizers were used.
Such observations were deleted for purposes of this analysis. Also, no
regressions were estimated for districts where the number of observationg
was less than 20.
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negative influence was hypothesized for this variable. (v) Adequacy
of rainfall during the crop season, again in the opinion of the farmer,
was represented by another dummy variable (RAINFALL) which took zero
values if rainfall was not adequate, and unity if it was so. A positive
coefficient for this variable was hypothesized. -

These were the plot-specific variables.l6 In addition, two farm
-specific variables were also includéd in the model. (vi) Data were
collected on fertilizer prices for all plots on which fertilizers were
used. This (FERTPRICE) was used as an explanatory variable. Average
prices per kg of total plant nutrients, per kg of nitrogen and per kg of
phosphorus were used in the NPKRATE, NRATE and PRATE equations, respec-
tively.17 (vii) Finally, farm size (FARMSIZE), measured as operational
holding in hectares was used as another variable to capture the effect of
size. Past evidence on the influence of this variable is mixed and we
have hypothesized that farm size is inversely related with fertilization
rates.

Three linear regression equations were estimated for each district
with NPKRATE, NRATE and PRATE as dependent variables. The model, thus,
was of the following type:

NPKRATE or NRATE or PRATE = f (SOILDMY, DRAINAGE, TIMELYSOWN,
PREVCROP, RAINFALL, FERTPRICE,
FARMSIZE)

The estimated equations for each district are reported in Appendix
IIT and Table 10 summarizes the significant results. In general,
Appendix III revealed low R2 values. This was not surprising in view
of the omission of some relevant variables and the presence of a number
of subjectively measured variables in the equations. It also showed that
only a few variables were usually significant in each equation and some-

times the signs behaved erratically. No attempt has been made to interpret

16. An irrigation dummy was also considered but in all districts this
variable had either zero variability or was collincar with some other
variable. In view of the fact that we have relatively better prior infor-
mation about irrigation as compared to the other plot-specific variables
included in the model, it was decided to pursue the latter and the
irrigation variable was dropped.

17, Fertilizer quantities and prices were recorded for each plot. Where
straight fertilizers were used, the price of individual nutrient (N or
P205) was directly available. I'or complex and mixed fertilizers, prices

of individual nutrients were obtained by apportioning the total expenditure
on fertilizers in terms of the quantities of individual nutrients weighted
by the prices of these nutrients in straight fertilizers. Average price
per kg of (N+P205 +K0) was also obtained by a similar weighting progedure.
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Table 10. Variables explaining inter-plot variability in fertilizer use
on HYV of sorghum and pearl millet (IASRI 1973-74 data).?

DEP.VA- SOIL- DRAIN- TIMELY- RAIN- PREV- FERT- FARM-

DISTRICTS  ‘nraliE  DMY  AGE SOWN  FALL CROP PRICE SIZE
Ho: b>o b<o b>o b>o b<o b<o b<o
Sorghum districts
Jalgaon NPKRATE (+)
PRATE : (+) (+)
Ahmadnagar NPKRATE (+) (+)
NRATE (+)
Osmanabad NPKPATE (+)
Nagpur NPKRATE (+) (=)
NRATE (=) (+) (=) (=)
PRATE (+) )
Amravati NPKRATE (-)
NKA'TY: (=)
PRATL (+) (+)
Bellary NPKRATE (+)
NRATE (+) (=)
I'RATE (+) (=)
Satara NPKRATE (-)
NRATE (-) (-)
PRATE (-) (-)
Parbhani NPKRATE (+) (+)
NEATE (+) (+) (+)
Anantapur NPKRATE (=) (=)
NRATE (=) (+) (=) (-) (=)
Sangli NRATE (=)
PRATE (+)
Shimoga NPKRATE (+) (=)
NRATE (+)
PRATE (+) (-)
Shimoga?d NPKRATE (+) (=) (+)
NRATE (+) (+) (=) (+)
PRATE (-)
Krishna? PRATE (+) +)
Pearl Millet districts
Nellore NPKRATE (+)
" NRATE (+)
PRATE (=)
Jalgaon NPXRATE (-) (=)
NRATE ) (=)
Coimbatore NPKRATE (+) (=) (=)
NRATE (+) (=) (=)
Rohtak NPKRATE (=) (=)
NRATE (=)
Morena NRATE (=)
(=)

PRATE (+)
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Table 10 continued

DISTRICTS DEP.VA- SOIL- DRAIN- TIMELY- RAIN- PREV- FERT~ FARM-

RIABLE DMY AGE SOWN FALL CROP PRICE SI2E
Ho: b>o b<o b>o b>o b<o b<o  b<o
Parbhani NPKRATE  (+) (=) (+) (-)

NRATE (+) (+) (=)

PRATE (+) (+) (=)
Jaipur NPKRATE (+)
Guntur NRATE (+)

PRATE (+) (=)
Chittoor NPKRATE (-) (=)

NRATE (=) (=)
Hissar NPKRATE (+) (=) (+)
BellaryP NPKRATE (+)

NRATE (+)

FRATE (=) (+)
Maduraib NPKRATE (+) (=)

NRATE (+) (=)

PRATE (=)
CoimbatoreP NPKRATE  (+)

NRATE (+) (=)

a. The significance level used to test the hypotheses was 5% using a
one-tail t test.

b. Post-rainy season crop.

See Appendix III for regressions.
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each equation, rather we have tried to integrate evidence on the
influence of different variables. The following paragraphs summarize
the results for each variable.

(i) Soil type (SCLLDMY): Regréssion coefficients for this variable

indicated that crops grown on heavier textured plots were fertilized
at higher rates. For some districts (like Satara and Anantapur for
sorghum) negative coefficients were obtained, but in others where this
variable was significant, the above relation seemed to hold.

(ii) Drainage (DPAINAGE): This variable was not found to be significant

in most of the districts -~ in others the signs were not uniformly con-
sistent. 1t may be noted that neither of these crops were grown on
plots prone to waterlogging and this might have led to indifferent res-
ponses to questions on drainage., The results do not permit any conclu-
sions regarding the influence of this variable.

(iii) Timeliness of sowing (TIMELYSOWN): This variable was statistically

significant in 2 equations for sorghum and in 10 for pearl millet and
seemed to exert a positive influence of fertilizer rates. The evidence
showed up relatively more strongly for nitrogen use on pearl millet.

(iv) Previous crop (PREVCROP): This variable also fared relatively better

in the pearl millet equations. For sorghum, the results were mixed. The
hypothesized influence on fertilizer use for pearl millet showed up even
more clearly at 20% probability level, particularly for nicrogen use.

We expected more positive results for phosphorus rates (where residual
effects are more important) but the regression coefficients did not
suggest any clear trend.

(v) Rainfall during crop season (KAINFALL): Adequacy of rainfall during

the crop season influenced fertilizer use on sorghum positively. For
pearl millet, in B out of 12 equations in which this variable was signi-~
ficant, the coefficients were negative. At 20% probability level,
results for pearl] millet become inconclusive. This could be due to the
fact that the pearl millet hybrids were more frequently grown under
irrigated conditions. It may be noted that the regressions based on

four years data presented earlier also showed a stronger influence of
rainfall on fertilizer use for sorghum, though the effect was discernible
only on fertilized area and not on rates.

(vi) Farm size (FARMSIZE): The farm size variable did not behave in the

expected manner. In 11l equations it was found to be significant and in
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8 it had a positive sign. The hypothesis of negative influence of farm
size on fertilization rates was based on the logic that due to greater
Pressure to use land-augmenting practices, the small farms wou;d have
more input-intensive cultivation. One must note, however, that this
variable could also be interpreted as a proxy for socioeconomic status,
which is likely to be positively related with fertilizer use. The
results suggest that in most cases, this l'Fter effect dominates. Thus,
while the postulated hypotheses cannot be accepted, the results pertain-
ing to this variable could be irterpreted as supporting the latter.
(vii) Fertilizer price (FERTPRICE): This variable emerged significant

in fairly large number of districts and in most cases it showed the
hypothesized negative influence on rates of fertilizer application. The
fact that we are able to identify price effects from a cross-sectional
data set suggested that even within a small area (district) there was
considerable interfarm variation in fertilizer prices. We consider it
as a major contribution because almost all studies based on cross-section
data assume that such variations do not exist and do not even include a
price variable in the model. It should be noted that in our model,
price variability arises from two sources -- from interfarm differences
in prices paid for the same fertilizer material and also from use of
different fertilizer materials (mixtures or complex fertilizers) which
leads to different prices for individual nutrients depending on the
weight these nutrients carry in the total fertilizer mix. Significant
coefficients for this variable imply that farmers are aware of this
subtle price differentiation phenomenon. This finding has implications
for retail trade in fertilizers and we shall come back to it later.

The micro-level exercise attempted above does not yield conclusive
results for some Variables.18 However, there is enough evidence to
establish that forces operating at the farm or plot level do influence
fertilizer use decisions. This implies that farmers are conscious of
the forces which influence response of crops to fertilizer application
and do try to adjust accordingly. The evidence that they respond
rationally to variables like soil texture, timeliness of sowing and

18. It should be noted that all plots with zero fertilizer use were
deleted from this analysis. This could have adversely affected the
results, particularly with respect to variables for which a negative
influence was hypothesized.
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and rainfall during crop season, suggests awareness regarding factors

which influence the technical efficiency of fertilizer use.

2. Aggregate district level analysis

This exercise was attempted with'a view to study the influence of macro
-level, regional factors on fertilizer use decisions, and sought to
explain interdistrict variability in extent and rates of fertilization.
District estimates of rate of fertilizer application and percentage area
fertilized for HYV of sorghum and pearl millet were used as dependent
variables in a reagression model with three sets of independent variables.
The first included variables which are important in context of explaining
interregional (district) variations in response of these crops to ferti-
lizer application -- we call these response variables -- and this set
included s0il type, irrigation and seasonal rainfall conditions. The
second set included variables which depict the experience of farmers
regarding factors which have a bearing on their current fertilizer use
decisions and included their perception of risk and expected seasonal
conditionsl9 -- these are called experience variables. The third set
inéluded institutional variables like credit availability, extent of
commercialization, and subsistence pressure.

For this analysis, data for 20 rainy season sorghum and 21 rainy
season pearl millet districts (1973-74) were used. 1In view of the limited
number of observations available, we had to eliminate some variables in the
preliminary stage. The variables used in the regression model are defined
below:

Dependent variables: District estimates of average level of total plant

nutrients (N+P205+K20) used in kg per fertilized hectare (AVNPK), rate of
nitrogen application in kg per fertilized hectare (NRATE) and rate of
phosphorus application in kg per fertilized hectare (PRATE) were used as
three dependent rate of application variables. Two variables -- percen-
tage area fertilized with nitrogenous fertilizer (NAREA) and percentage
area fertilized with phosphatic fertilizers (PAREA), were used to depict
the extent of fertilization variable. Thus, for each crop, five equations

were estimated corresponding to these five dependent variables.

19, Expected output price (defined as lagged price) and overall educational
status in the district (defined as extent of rural literacy) were also tried
but these did not give significant results in any case and were subsequently
dropped.
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Independent variables: Five response variables were used in the equations.

(i) Two dummy variables were used to specify three broad soil groups:
SOILDMY 1 for districts with black soils dominating and SOILDMY 2 for mixed
black and red soil districts, all other soil types were put in tﬁe excluded
category. (ii) Percentage area under irrigation in the district (IRRIGATE)
was used as an independent variable to capture the effect of irrigation.
(iii) Rainfall during June and July 1973 were included as two rainfall
variables -- JUNERF and JULYRF,

Tt was hypothesized that farmers' fertilizer use decisions were influ-
enced by their expectation regarding weather. We used normal rainfall
during June (JUNENOR) and July (JULYNOR) in the district as proxies for
expected weather conditions. A risk variable (RISK), specified as the
coefficient of variation of the detrended yield series for the crop con-
cerned (sorghum or pearl millet) in each district, was used to represent
farmers' perception of the inherent instability of the environment. These
three variables represented the experience of farmers.

Three variables were used to depict the influence of the institutional
environment. As an indicator.of credit availability, district estimates
of average borrowings per cultivator for agricultural purposes in 1973-74,
given in the survey report (Raheja et al. 1976) were used to define a
credit (CREDIT) variable, Percentage area under commercial crops
(COMCROPS) 1in the district was used to depict the extent of commerciali-
zation of agriculture. Finally, the extent of subsistence pressure
(SUBSIST) in each district was measured as the percentage of holdings of
less than two hectares.

The final equations are presented in Appendix IV and Table 1l
summarizes the salient results in terms of significant effects only.

The results support the hypothesis that inter-district differences
in responses to fertilizer application affected the levels of fertilizer
use. It was observed that as compared to other soil types (mixed red and
black, red, alluvial, etc.), the average levels of fertilizer use were
higher on black soils, The effect of irrigation did not show up as clearly
as the earlier discussion suggested. Rainfall during growing season
exercised a positive influence on fertilizer use for sorghum, mainly
through a favorable effect on area fertilized, For pearl millet, the
results were not clear. It may be noted that similar results were
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obtained in the preceding plot-level analysis also. Considered along
with regressions presented in Appendix III and Table 11, this analysis
seemed to establish firmly that for mainly unirrigated sorghum HYV, .
favorable ‘seasonal conditions did result in decisions to extend fertilizer
use.

Results were relatively less clear with respect to the experience
variables. The risk variable emerged significant only in the case of
pear]l millet. Interestingly, its effect was discernible on fertilized
area and not on rates of application. Most of the work on effect of risks
on fertilizer use, on the other hand, emphasize the impact on rates of
application. This is clearly an aspect which needs further investigation.
Rainfall expectations (based on long term experience)were hypothesized to
influence both rate and area fertilized parameters in a stable fashion.
The results for sorghum indicated that higher expected rainfall during
presowing period had a favorable effect on Py0g rates and a negative
influence on percent area fertilized with nitrogen, while the expected
situation during sowing period (July) affected N rates and area fertilized
poéitively. The results for pearl millet were inconsistent or nonsignifi-
cant with respect to rates of application, but for area fertilized, a
positive influence was discernible.

One must note that variability in sowing time across regions poses
problems in interpreting the rainfall effects confidently, yet the results
obtained, particularly for the predominantly rainfed sorghum HYV, suggest
two influences. Firstly, rainfall expectations influence decisions
regarding rates as well as area fertilized. 1In general, farmers in lower
rainfall areas tend to be cautious with regard to use of fertilizers.
Secondly, there is a short run adjustment phenomenon which shows that
they do try to take advantage of weather conditions as they unfold.

This effect operates more strongly on area fertilized rather than rates.
It perhaps makes sense to do so because higher rates would be useful only
if the soil moisture conditions remain favorable for a spell long enough
to ensure its absorption -- this is uncertain. Extension of fertilized
area (at moderate rates) enables farmers to take advantage of a short
spell of adequate soil moisture conditions (about which they are sure).

Oof the three institutional variables considered, credit emerged
as the most significant one, reinforcing the view that inadequacy of

capital plays a restrictive role. There was also some evidence to show



Table 11. Variables explaining inter-district variability in fertilizer use on HYV
of rainy season sorghum and pearl millet (1973-74).2

Variable

Rainy season sorghum

Rainy season pearl millet

AVNPK NRATE PRATE NARCA PAREA AVNPK NRATE PFATE

KARER

PAREAP

Response
variables

sorLomyP
IRRIGATE
JUNRF
JULYRF
Experience
variables
RISK
JUNENOR
JULYNOR

Institutional

variables
CREDIT
COMCROPS
SUBSIST

(+)

+)
(+)

-)
(+)

(+)

(+)
+)

+)
(=)
+)

(+)

+) (=)
(+)

+)

(-)
+)
(+)

(+)

(+)

(=) (=)

(+) (+) +)
+)

=)

(-)

{+)

(+)

(+)
(+)

(-)

(+)

a. See Appendix IV for regressions.
theses was 5% using a one-tail t test.

b. In this equation, rainfall during June to August has been considered.

The significance level used to test the hypo-

184



42

that higher subsistence pressure led to higher fertilizer use. It should
be noted that this variable could be given an alternative interpretation
also. 1In general, farm sizes are small in areas having better agroclima-
tic endowments. Thus, the finding that fertilizer use is higher in dis-
tricts where small farms predominate, could as well be indicative of the
effect of favorable agroclimatic endowments. No firm conclusions could
be drawn regarding the effect of commercialization =~ this variable was
found to be significant in only one equation.

The aggregative analysis thus reinforced the findings obtained in
the microlevel analysis and also provided some additional insgights. This
two-step approach led to the following conclusions:

(a) Farmers' decisions regarding fertilizer use on these two crops
are influenced by the expected responses to fertilizer application, This
conclusion follows from the evidence that observed patterns of fertilizer
use are influenced by factors which affect response -- soil type, timeliness
of sowing, previous fertilization practices and rainfall during crop season.
Adjustment to these variables also implies an awareness of the factors which
|influence technical efficiency of fertilizer use. Thus, farmers in SAT
areas are found to be willing to use fertilizers if the responses are
attractive, they also seem concerned about how to use this fertilizer
efficiently. Both these aspects highlight rationality.

(b) Fertilizer use on rainfed crops (sorghum) is influenced by rain-
fall in two ways. Expectations regarding rainfall during the crop season
affects fertilizer use decisions. Actual rainfall during this period is
also important. The latter reflects an attempt by farmers to adjust to
seasonal conditions as they unfold.

(c) Evidence on the impact of instability of environment -- risk,
was not so strong as initially expected. Also, this variable seemed to
be more crucial for decisions on area to be fertilized than on rates of
application.

(d) Credit emerges as a powerful factor. This underscores the
importance of inadequacy of working capital in SAT agriculture.

(e) Evidence on the influence of fertilizer prices on fertilizer use
waﬁ quite strong. It should be noted that fertilizer prices are regulated
and within a district one would not, a priori, expect significant cross
-sectional variability in fertilizer prices. Our results indicate that
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such variations exist and are important. These could arise from

(1) transportation costs, (i1) differences in timing of fertilizer pur-
chases, (1i1) differences in the kind and composition of fertilizer
material purchased, and (iv) imperfections in retail trade of fertilizer.
In fact, with the exception of the first, all the others imply ineffi-
ciencies in retail trade or imperfections in knowledge imparted to

farmers.
V. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

This analysis was attempted to provide information regarding the status
of fertilizer use on HYV of sorghum and pearl millet -- the two most
important cercals grown on drylands of SAT India. It also sought to
identify forces which influenced farmers' decisions regarding fertilizer
use. Data from 21 predominantly SAT districts for sorghum and 26 for
pearl millet were taken from the study entitled Sample Surveys for
Assessment of Hirh Yielding Varieties Programme conducted by the Indian
Agricultural :tLuw.stics Research Institute (ICAR), New Delhi during
1973-74 (Raheja et al. 1976).

Data on adoption of fertilizers, extent and rates of fertilization
for the HYV of these two crops negated two popularly held heliefs.
Firstly, the view that farmers in the SAT do not use fertilizers for these
low-valued, inferior cereals was not supported by data which clearly
showed that in majority of districts studied, a substantial proportion
of farmers did use fertilizers for these crops. Secondly, the data also
contradicted the view that the unirrigated millets received no fertili~
zers. The data, particularly for sorghum showed that majority of farmers
in most of the districts used fertilizers quite extensively for the
unirrigated HYV also. The pearl millet hybrids lagged behind in this
regard not because farmers were unwilling to use fertilizers but because
the adoptior of these varieties itself was confined largely to irrigated
lands. However, one must qualify the above influences. The spread of
the HYV of these two crops has nct been very high and the local varieties
which cover most of the area are largely unfertilized. So, it is not the
low-value which is important, it is lack of fertilizer responsiveness

of the traditional varieties which is responsible for non-fertilization
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of these crops.20

It was observed that the spead of HYV did not always lead to higher
rates of fertilizer application, but spread of HYV and the extent of crop
area fertilized were positiveiyvcorrelated. This implied that decisions
to use fertilizers and superior varieties were related but decisions
regarding rates of application were probably taken with other considera-
tions in view.

As expected, fertilizer use varied under irrigated and unirrigated
conditions and considerable interdistrict variability existed under both
situations. The modal classes for application rates (per fertilized hec-
tare) of N, P05 and K,0 were 41-60 kg, 31-40 kg and 11-20 kg for irri-
gated sorghum and 41-60 kg, 21-30 kg and less than 10 kg for irrigated
pearl millet hybrids. The corresponding unirrigated rates were 21-40
kg, 21-30 kg and 11-20 kg for sorghum and 21-40 kg, less than 20 kg and
less than 10 kg respectively for the pearl millet hybrids. These and the
data for extent of crop area fertilized showed better values for sorghum
under unirrigated conditions, but under irrigated conditions, the pearl
millet hybrids had higher fertilizer use indicators. Further analysis of
data for 8 districts over the period 1970-71 to 1976-77, and also evidence
from other studies indicated that though there were interyear fluctuations,
the modal rates reported above were fairly firm over time.

These findings have important implications for research work on these
crops from two angles. Firstly, these can be treated as benchmark lebels
of existing fertilization practices of farmers. Frequently one comes
across the question: what is the fertility level against which the new
varieties, agronomic practices, etc. should be evaluated? The question
is important because in almost all cases significant interactions exist
between techniques and fertility levels. The above estimates are useful
in providing some guidelines in this regard. Secondly, our analysis shows
that there are areas where fertilizer use is quite high even under irri-
gated conditions. This implies differential adaptation of the HYV and
underscores the need to develop regionally adopted, fertilizer response
varieties, The argument is particularly relevant for pearl millet in which

20, Field experience of researchers (and our own data) suggests that far-
mers do sometimes apply nitrogenous fertilizers in small quantities (if the
weather conditions are favorable) primarily to boost their sorghum fodder
yields (Dr. N.K. Sanghi, All India Coordinated Research Project for Dryland
Agriculture (AICRPDA), Hyderabad -- personal communication). We need to “
take a critical look at the fertilizer response data from this angle.
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case, lack of adaptation to unirrigated conditions appears to be a major
constraint.

The other important feature revealed by our analysis was that the
modal rates mentioned above were attained within 4~5 years after the HYV
were introduced. These have 1emained stable since then. While this pro-
vides yet another evidence of rapid response of SAT farmers to innovations,
we need to investigate the reasons why the levels are not rising over time.
Only a detailed analysis of the fertilizer response data for these crops
will provide an answer to this puzzle.

Analysis of trend in fertilizer use parameters did not show any
systematic pattern. Comparison of data for sorghum and millets with those
for rice/wheat provided some evidence on the stabilizing effect of irriga-
tion, particularly on the area fertilized variable. This analysis also
revealed that it was important to keep all the fertilizer use parameters
-- adoption, rates, as well as area fertilized, in perspective while
studying fertilizer use pattern. One often observed these parameters
moving in opposite directions implying that it is not always enough to
look at one. This is an important methodological point and past studies
have often failed in this réspect. It should be noted that unlike the
case of irrigated crops where once a farmer is convinced, he usually
stays with fertilizers, for rainfed crops even the decision to use fer-~
tilizers has to be taken every time afresh. The data for irrigated
pearl millet districts showed wider fluctuations. It was argued that
apart from other factors, one needs to examine the occurrence of diseases
and pests in order to understand the fluctuations fully.

Data showing higher fertilizer use on irrigated sorghum, pearl
millet and other cereals, lend strong support to the hypothesis that if
gains from adoption were high and stable, farmers in the SAT (as anywhere
else) did not lag behind. In general, fertilization levels were found
to be higher for the irrigated superior cereals (rice or wheat) as compared
to the millets. This indicated that farmers did accord some priority to
the higher valued (and higher response) crops in allocating their scarce
irrigation and liquid capital resources. In terms of fertilizer use,
therefore, the SAT presents a hierarchy of coexisting situations. To
start with, there are irrigated (or unirrigated) high value crops which
claim high priority; than follow the irrigated and unirrigated HYV of
crops like sorghum and pearl millet which respond much more to fertilizer



46

application as compared to their local counterparts; and at the bottom
are the large number of unirrigated food crops which rarely figure in
fertilizer use decisions (Jha 1980). )

The two-level analysis on determinants of fertilizer use revealed
some important macro, and micro-influences on fertilizer use decisions.
It was found that factors like soil type, seasonal rainfall conditions
and irrigation (for the pearl millet hybrids) which affected regional
response patterns, were important. Farmers were also found to be guided
by their long term experience regarding the production environment and
factors like expectation of rainfall and risk were significant. Credit
also emerged as an important constraint inhibiting fertilizer use on
these crops. This effect was perhaps sharpened by the fact that crops
like sorghum and millets occupied, as stated above, a relatively inferior
position in the hierarchy of crops as compared to higher valued and
irrigated crops which used up the best of farmers' resources. Hence the
effect of capital scarcity is more acutely reflected on these crops.

At the farm level, fertilizer use was found to be influenced by
a number of plot specific and farm level factors. There was evidence
to show that farmers used more fertilizers on heavier as compared to
light textured soils, on plots which were timely sown and plots which
did not grow a fertilized or legume crop in the preceding season. We
had earlier noted that the fact that farmers attempted to make balanced
use of different nutrients and that they were also able to discriminate
between varieties of the same crop which varied in their response to
fertilizers. All these indicate that farmers in the SAT are becoming
conscious of the finer points of fertilizer use technology. They were
also found to respond to favorable weather conditions by deciding to
extend fertilizer use. This result was obtained in all the three
regression-based analyses., This also reflects on the enterprise of the
SAT farmers and signifies a rational approach in a situation where the
status of the most critical production input -~ soil moisture, is
uncertain. It follows that recommendations regarding fertilizer use on
unirrigated crops must take this factor into account and shift from
single~valued fertilizer rate recommendations to a flexible recommendation
basket which minimizes the chances of a large capital loss in the event
of crop failures, yet provides for strategies which enable the farmers to

make technically optimal decisions depending upon seasonal conditions as
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21
they unfold.

Interesting results were obtained with regard to the influence of
fertilizer prices on fertilization rates. The fact that the price effect
couid be estimated indicates the presence of cross-sectional price dif-
ferentials despite prices being statutorily fixed. It is doubtful that
these arise from transportation costs alone.22 We are inclined to attri-
bute this differential to imperfections in the retail trade in addition
to transportat:or costs. Thus, from policy point of view, significance of
the price variable implies high payoffs to improvement in retail trade of
fertilizers -- by way of increase in the number of retail points, easy
and timely availability, free access to fertilizer credit, availability
of the right kind of fertilizer, etc.

The results of this analysis suggest the hypothesis that barriers
to fertilizer use on unirrigated crops do not arise from irrationality.
The traditional “"reluctance" can be easily explained by non-remunerative-
ness and instability of response to fertilizer application for most of the
local varieties c¢f unirrigated (food) crops. Thus, development of
regionally-adapted, fertilizer responsive varieties should continue to
receive the highest priority. Provision of credit and improvements in
retail trade are the other two essentials in the strategy to promote
fertilizer use 2nd augment the prroductivity of unirrigated crops.
Finally, the extension system must change from the traditional 'fixed
package of practices' to a highly flexible approach designed to take
maximum advantage of random seasonal conditions which play such a cru-

cial role in SAT agriculture.

21. This recognition is emerging and the All India Coordinated Research
Project on Dryland Agriculture now recommends split application of ferti-
lizers depending upon seasonal conditions (AICRPDA 1979). The extension
programs, however, have yet to fully integrate this recommendation.

22. The farmers were just asked about fertilizer prices paid by them., No
probing questions were asked on this and we presume that in most cases,
their responses were confined to actual prices paid by them.
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