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Early leafspot caused by Cercospora arachidicola Hori. is a serious disease

- of peanuts in Malawl, Disease surveys in the 1982/83 crop season showed that early

: leaf spot was causing severe damege to peanuts througheut Malawi and was especially

: severe in the Central regicn where the buik of the crop is grown. Preliminary

; field screening of 1975 germplasm and breeding lines for resistance te this disease

J'was carried out at Chitedze Agricultural Research Station, Lilongwe, using the
9-point disease scale (2 = no disease, and § = extensive damage te the foliage).
Most entries showed extensive defoliation (70-100%) due to early leafspot, However,
some entries had litcle defoliacion [(I63 x NC Ac 17090) F2-32-B1-32-B1-B1], low
infecrion frequency [(NC Aec 17133-RF x TMV2) FZ—B—Bl] » and small lesions with
poor sporulation (ICG 5216, TCG 8528 and ICG 8529). None cf the entries combined all
these factors for resistance. Tt ig interesting that the genotypes NC 3033, Pl 270806,
F1 253747 and P1 350680 reported resistant to early leafspot in the USA were

susceptible to this disease in Malawi.
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