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As is the case with the
promotion of food corops,
market and profit are
primary considerations. On
that note, final arguments for
the promotion of pigeonpea
a8 a major crop for the
Philippines drylands should
come in handy in this age of
climate change. Aside from
its suitability to the country's
geographic conditions and
its being a crop that does
not require expensive inpuls,
it is now fast becoming a
crop of worldwide economie
importance, It augurs well
for the nation to cash im,
maximize the productivity of
its vast drylands and improve
the economy in marginal
communiies.,
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a5 medicine [Mergeal el al., 2040110, In
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pligconpen imports in 8 years, In 2007
o il of TR0 metrie ons (mil hwve
e exproried. WIKh an average buytng
price of S475.483mi. the totel walue
ais estmaded at BAY 523956380, In
BeHiE, there wins 1 substantial increase
in export ds compared 11 e previous
S exported B lotal  of
445,520 o peconpea witlh 8 sireet
wpilipe l B2, BOE, 00000 nodd majority
o shtbprpedd to lodin. T Moy 2008, & tatal
of 34,775 mil toor whiole wis exporicd
il valoe of S22 460.375. Yearly. prices
of prigron e e Deen inereasing foom
ST AT du 2000 1o BEESAT in 2000
(USDA GAIN. Report, 2007 o 20059

T

The Amcrica’s and Ewrope.
The demographie change 1 USA IS
crepting o demand  lor  Lomegreais
trnclitiomal foods o thetr new homes
The fmrge Indiin and Afro-Canbbonn
communities i North America offer
piew polential i keis. The potential
of conned or frogen green peas is also
high. From the Dominican Republic.
gbot 80%  of ihe anmual  harvest
is - exported  (Mansficld, 1981]. The
growing plgecnpen export markel has
e B0 imcreasc in pigeonpen arca in
Dovninican Republic (rn alal 7000
B dn 1970 w 238000 ha in 1098, The
principal  gmporter. and - consumer
in Ewrope is the Uniled Hinglom,
owing 1o (s Lorge populntion of people
of  Imeltan el Cocibbean descend
Hecenl rescarch in Europe indicated
o sigmilicont niehe market for high
quality pigeonpen grain Llaeger, 1898

Pgeon pea miblling: Value addition
of pigeonpen seeds presents the higgest
pestenital for its commercial procuction
with the donation of the Dhal milling
machines by WWRISAT 10 the Hepubilic
ol the Philipploes:  plgeonpea  seed
processing 1w dhal can ke place. The
fnadrisil cdlal o ocessing demonsoratiin
will slow to Tarmers the bright prospects
ol plgearpen colfivation as n meats
s epsure  helr  Heelihood
The milling machine = antcipaed
o0 make possible value adedition of
prlpeoripien  hroush elhal becasse this
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Secd production: In coumpearison
it cereails, the seed system for leguome
crops is not well estnbilished. This leads
to poor seed source. Farmers have
no option but e use thelr own seeds
venr-afterswar ar obtatn these foom oo
farmers, The genetic purity of crops
like sovbwan, dreen grant, CowWpea ete
over ihe yenrs does oot deterioraie
rapidly dise 10 hygh level of sell-
pollination. However, for plgeonpea, the
seed system s oot been estabilished

due 1o the erops esolie  exdistence

flowers  pre self
fertitived  with  only 20-40% eross.
fertilization.  The  cross-pollindtion
lakes ploee when the petals of the
Noweer= unfiold angd msects visit them to
colliert poctar, However for (e erop Lo
toe wiichely riavedd Dy farmers, they meed to
b Armimed o how to Toain taln the puriby
al the seeds oo awold eomtamination
brought  sbout by oot-crossing  ar
mechanica]  mixing  (Pleture 161, In
bnncdis, o study eonducied by the National
Seeil Project for oper sIx years revealed
ghat in  most cases.  farmer-saved
serids were ol sub-standiord i respect
of physteal pority fabout  |5-100%),
genetic purity (37-80%), germinability
[15-100%], and general seed bhealih.
Alsn, mrmers secds gave 2 1o 5
lower ields than e certified sced
HCAR. 195831 In spile of poor quality
of seed, Inrmers” preactice of exchanging
sied mteriale conlinues, Therclore, 1l
is exsentiol that farmers be edocated 1o
follow simple prooedures 6 nuin
seerl purlty at form lovel to obiain. high
vield, A Koy message W0 [@rmees is. o
madntain an solation distinee of abo)
A0k — SO0 i Tor their seed production
Inability tw  inllow  fhis  protoook
ihe guality of seeds  will centinue
deteriorale  season-aller-seaso
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whiere plgecnpui (e LT gis
50 hectares tn TH6E 1o o .
bectares o 2009, which cagfao ke
ploee in the Philipplones, The hgrh export
potential of this crop s fAndeed the
hest incenive oo lhe (Grghergrowers,
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